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July 25, 2003SPACE & MISSILE TIMES

CAL-VET home loan
class – 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
today at the family
support center. Call 605-
0134.

Air Command and
Staff Course seminar –
eligible individuals must
enroll no later than Aug.
1. Call 605-5903.

Boy Scout Camp –
Monday through Aug. 1
in Santa Maria and Aug.
11-15 at Lake Lopez. Call
(805) 925-1955 to register.

Girl Scouts – are
looking for members
ages 6 to 18 and adult
volunteers. Call 606-
1119.

Scholarship – The
Callahan Memorial
Graduate Scholarship
fund offers a $1,000
scholarship to an Air
Force active-duty
member or activated
Guard or Reserve
member currently
accepted into a master’s
degree program.
Applicants need a
minimum of three credits
and a grade point
average of 3.0. The
application deadline is
Thursday. Call 606-0439.

Family readiness
reunion briefing – for
servicemembers and
their families who
have questions or
concerns about
planning the
homecoming, reuniting

and relationship
building. Call 606-1607
for an appointment.

Allan Hancock
College registration –
now underway for the
fall session. Schedules
are online at
www.hancockcollege.edu.
Fall mail-in registration
continues through July
22. Walk-through starts
Aug 11. Call 605-5915.

CLEP tests –
College-Level
Examination Program
pre-tests are now
available online. Go to
www.petersons.com/
airforce/testprep.html
then register using the
activation code FL4610.

Educational
scholarships – available
from the Vandenberg
Top-3.  All enlisted
members, regardless of
rank, are eligible for one
of three $200
scholarships. They’ll
be awarded at the
August general
membership meeting. Call
Senior Master Sgt. Paul
McGinnis at 606-6571 or
606-3459 for more
information and details.

The Vandenberg
Airmen’s Attic – needs
donations of items
necessary to set up a
household. The
program is open to
military personnel E-5
and below with an Air
Force Form 552 from
their first sergeant. Call

606-5484.
G.I. Java seeks

musicians – G.I. Java is
looking for local
musicians to play at the
coffeehouse during
business hours. Solo
performers and bands
are welcome. Call
Chaplain (1st Lt.) Mike
Martin at 606-5778 for
an audition.

Gift of Groceries
program – The Defense
Commissary Agency
offers a gift certificate
program that allows
anyone to purchase
commissary gift
certificates. They can be
donated to military
families through
charitable organizations
or given directly to
military friends and
family to use at local
commissaries. Gift
certificates are available
online at
www.commissaries.com.

Marriage
enrichment counseling
– offered on a one-on-
one basis for married
and unmarried couples.
Call 606-9958.

Dads-to-New Dads
and Moms-to-New
Moms programs –
These mentorship
programs offer support
to new moms and dads.
Call Nancy Sias at 606-
5338.

 “The Town
Meeting” – 8 p.m.
Saturday and 2:30 p.m.

Sunday at the Lompoc
Civic Theatre. Call 735-
2381.

Food Pantry
collection – Saturday
and Sunday at Chapels
1 and 2.

Twilight beach
horseback rides –
Pacific Dunes Ranch in
Oceano. Beginners are
welcome. Call (805) 489-
8100.

Art Show – 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m.
Monday – Thursday at
the Allan Hancock
College art gallery in the
Santa Maria campus
Learning Resources
Center. Call (805) 922-
6966, ext. 3550.

Newcomer’s
Orientation – 8:30 to
11:45 a.m. Monday at the
Pacific Coast Club. Call
606-0801.

Office closure – The
family support center is
closed for staff training
Mondays from 7:30 to
9:30 a.m. Those requiring
emergency Air Force Aid
will be assisted. Call 606-
0801.

Take Off Pounds
Sensibly – 7 to 8 p.m.
Mondays at the
Vandenberg Health and
Wellness Center.

Relaxation room –
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monday – Friday at the
HAWC. Call 606-2221 for
an appointment.

Sponsorship
Training – 3 to 4 p.m.

Tuesday at the family
support center. Call 606-
0801.

Thrift Savings Plan
class – 11 a.m. to noon
Tuesday at the family
support center. Call 606-
4491.

Yoga class – 6 to 7
p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays at the
Services Center.

Indoor cycling – 4 to
4:45 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays at the
Services Center.

Pre-separation
briefing – 8 to 9 a.m.
Tuesday at the family
support center. Call 605-
0134.

Vandenberg Retiree
Activities Center –
Open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tuesday - Friday in
building 10346 in the
Vandenberg Base
Exchange shopping
center. Call 606-5474 for
more information.

Business Seminar –
1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday at the family
support center. Call 605-
0134.

Resume Writing – 9
to 11:30 a.m. Wednesday
at the family support
center. Call 605-8557.

Catholic Summer
Fellowship – noon
Wednesdays at Cocheo
Park.

Interview,
professional image
class – 1 to 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday at the family

support center. Call 605-
8557.

Summer reading
program – 3 to 4 p.m.
Wednesdays through
July 23 at the Lompoc
Public Library. Call 736-
3477, ext. 12.

Chapel singles
group – 6:30 p.m. 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the
month at G.I. Java.

Risk Reduction
classes – 2 to 4 p.m.
Thursdays at the
HAWC. Call 606-2221 to
sign up.

Depression
management group –
10:30 a.m. to noon
Thursdays at the
Vandenberg Life Skills
Support Center. New
groups begin every 6 to
8 weeks. The group is
open to active-duty
members and their
dependents. It’s
appropriate for adults or
mature adolescents
experiencing
depression. Call Capt.
Arlin Hatch or the LSSC
staff at 606-8217.

Heart Link – 8:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday
at the family support
center. Reservations are
required by today. Call
606-0801.

School, sports
physicals – 4 to 6 p.m.
Aug. 1 at the
Vandenberg Family
Practice Clinic, by
appointment only. Call
606-7707.

BY MAJ STACEE N. BAKO
30th Space Wing Public Affairs

This trip to SeaWorld
Adventure Park in San
Diego brought my
family full circle in eight

months. This was our second
family visit to the theme park built
around Shamu the killer whale
and friends.

The first visit was a week prior
to saying goodbye to my
husband for what we thought
then would be three months. It
was a good send off—our last
family trip together for a while.

My then nearly two-year-old,
was quite enthralled with Shamu
so I was anxious to see what he
would be like this time around.
His brother was a mere three
months old and not really into the
whole deal, so I was sure I would
see some reaction during this
next trip.

My husband and I started
planning our “reunion” trip as
soon as we found out when he
was coming home, so it didn’t
leave us much time as his return
date juggled quite a bit in the end.

Once we had the dates nailed
down, we prepared for our trip to
both SeaWorld and the World
Famous San Diego Zoo.
(entrance to the zoo is free to
military in uniform only).

SeaWorld is owned by
Anheuser-Busch, and as part of
their Operation Salute, entrance
for all military is free for the
active-duty members and up to
four dependents.

One of the nice things about
this program is that if the active
duty spouse has not returned

Free fun in the sun at SeaWorld

from deployment or cannot make
it, they don’t have to be present
for the member’s four direct
dependents to receive the free
admission.

When a normal adult ticket
costs $44.95 and children ages
three to nine are $31.95, this
program presents significant
savings to military families.

As with most things military,
there is some paperwork
involved, but you can complete it
at the ticket booth, or to move
things along, you can point your
web browser to
www.seaworld.com and print out
a form early.  Take the completed
form and your identification cards
to ticket windows and you
should be good to go.

Because we got in for free, we
thought it would be nice for the
kids to see the killer whales up
close.  The park offers a program
called “Dine with Shamu” where
you can have lunch with the
famous killer whale and family.
They also offer a “Breakfast with

Shamu” but we opted for the later
meal.

While expensive,($30 for
adults, and $15 for kids three
through nine) it was definitely
worth it.  Sitting poolside, the
whales, including a mother and
her new baby, practiced
“beaching” themselves and
posing for pictures.

My now, two-and-a-half-year-
old was beside himself, not to
mention the menu including a
feast for a child featuring
macaroni and cheese, hot dogs,
and special “Shamu” cookies
dipped in chocolate.

The trainers are also available
to answer any and all questions
patrons have about the Orcas.

My now 10-month-old was a
little upset the first time a full-size
Orca beached himself in front of
him—it was more the element of
surprise as this huge creature
popped out of the water—but he
soon became accustomed to it.
And every time the whales
jumped during their show, the

baby laughed, clapped and
declared “Bah!”  Clearly, he
enjoyed it!

For those who have never
been, SeaWorld offers a little bit
of something for everyone.
There are rides for the bigger
kids, Shamu’s Happy Harbor for
the little ones and the young at
heart, as well as pet shows, sea
lion shows, and wonderful
exhibits with sharks, penguins,
polar bears, beluga whales and
dolphins to name a few.

The park also offers a Dolphin
Interaction Program where

WANTS YOUR

Have you visited a Central Coast destination lately?
Share it with the rest of Team V!  Send in a 400 - 600

word rough draft about your adventure! Send
submissions to:  space&missiletimes@vandenberg.af.mil

Destinations
Central Coast

The Vandenberg Thrift
Shop is open

Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and 4 to 6 p.m

Call 606-3128 to find out more.

The shop is located
next to the skills

development center
in Bldg. 11180.  They

always need
volunteers.

patrons can swim
with the dolphins,
but participants
must be at least six
years old and taller
than 44 inches.

Park literature states they are
committed to conservation,
education and research and with
every visit, patrons support wildlife
conservation around the world and
they certainly deliver with a variety
of shows and events to keep your
family busy all day.

The park’s opening hours
vary, but tend to run from 9 a.m.

to 11 p.m. through August and
then from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
starting in September.  Visit the
web site for exact times of the
days you want to visit.

The SeaWorld Operation Salute
offer is good through Veteran’s
Day 2003. Call the Anheuser-
Busch Call Center at 1-800-DIAL-
BUD for more information.

Zachary Bako, 2, watches the penguins play at SeaWorld.

Above: Shamu and friends beach
themselves, while an excited Zachary turns
away from the action. Left: Maj. Stacee Bako
spends  time with Zachary and Hayden while
watching the penguins at SeaWorld.
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Call Edwards Santa Maria 10 for
movie listings (800) 326-3264


